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The course traces the development of modern Western civilization from the Renaissance to the
end of the 20th century. Major topics include the Enlightenment, the French Revolution, the
rise of Napoleon, the Industrial Revolution, and the global influence of Western powers thr

ough imperialism, the World Wars, the Holocaust, and the Cold War. Emphasis is placed on the
social, political, intellectual, economic, and cultural forces that shaped the West and its
interactions with the broader world. Students will examine how Western civilization has con

tributed to the formation of global institutions, ideas, and contemporary society.

The course is organized into three chronological units. The first unit covers the period
from the Renaissance through the Enlightenment, focusing on the intellectual, cultural, and
political transformations that laid the foundations of the modern West. The second unit add

resses the era from the French Revolution through the Industrial Revolution to the eve of Wo

rld War I, highlighting the rise of modern ideologies, rapid social change, and political re
alignment. The final unit explores the major events and legacies of the 20th century, includ
ing the two World Wars, decolonization, European integration, environmentalism, youth cultur

e, the fall of Communist regimes, and shifting patterns of migration within and beyond Europ

e.
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1.To identify the major events, themes, and issues of Western history from the fifteenth cen
tury to the present.

als 2.To describe the interactions and interrelationships between Western cultures and those of
other world regions in the modern era.
3.To distinguish the defining features, structures, and systems of Western civilization from
the fifteenth to the twentieth centuries, and to evaluate their impact on well-being and su
stainability in the modern world.
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Student Assessment

1. In-class Quizzes (15%): At the end of each chapter, 2-3 open-ended questions will be lis
ted on the course slides. Each question will have a time and word limit, and must be complet
ed during class. These quizzes are designed to encourage students to develop deeper critical
thinking skills

2. Assignments (25%): A total of five to seven worksheets related to the course themes will
be given throughout the semester. The worksheets will be distributed in class in paper form.
Students are expected to complete them at home and submit them the following week. Late sub

missions will not be accepted.

3. Attendance and Participation (15%): Attendance will be taken weekly, and participation wi
11 be recorded.
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4. Midterm Exam (20%): Written exam.
5. Final Exam (25%): Written exam.
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1. Please come to the classroom on time.

2. If you are unable to attend class that week, please ask for leave no later than the day

before class.

3. Assignments are due on the dates specified on the assignment sheet. Late work will not b
e accepted and will receive zero.

4. Plagiarism is strictly prohibited. After verification, the offenders will be calculated

as 0 points

5. If you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact me. (Email: 100053@ma
il. wzu. edu. tw)
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