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Course Content Syn
opsis

This course invites students to explore the unique cultural diversity and social vitality of
Malaysia and Singapore. From the convergence of Indian, Chinese, Arabic, and European civil
izations to today’ s multilingual and multiethnic societies, students will gain insight into
how history and culture have shaped modern Malaysia and Singapore.

From being important spice suppliers to the British Empire, Singapore and Malaysia have tran
sformed into economic entities developing semiconductors. Their geographical location and di
verse cultural and historical development have shaped their unique circumstances. Course top
ics include their vibrant festivals, cuisines, languages, and everyday customs, as well as c
omparative discussions on their economic development, political systems, and cultural polici
es—with a particular focus on the transformations that have taken place since 1965

Through lectures, discussions, and case studies, students will not only learn about the hist
orical and contemporary dimensions of these two countries, but also experience the dynamism,
creativity, and harmony that define life in Malaysia and Singapore today.
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1. To understand the historical factors that led Singapore and Malaysia to transform from ma
jor spice-producing regions of the British Empire into centers for semiconductor development
today.

2. To identify and explain the historical and cultural influences of the four major civiliza
tions—Indian, Chinese, Arabic, and European—on Malaysia and Singapore.

3. To recognize and appreciate the diverse cultural traditions, beliefs, and practices of bo
th countries.

4. To describe the varieties of cuisines and key tourist attractions that reflect the multic

ultural character of Malaysia and Singapore.

5. To trace the historical development leading to the formation of Malaysia and Singapore as
modern nation-states

6. To compare and contrast the political systems, government policies, and evolving national
identities of the two countries.

7. To analyse and summarize the social, economic, and political factors contributing to the

successes of Malaysia and Singapore today.
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Evaluation Criteria:

Continuous assessment: 40% (including attendance, class participation, pre-class preparation
, classroom conduct, in-class assignments, collaboration and division of labour, etc. No fix
ed weighting is assigned to the foregoing items; their relative weights will be determined 1
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n accordance with actual learning performance. )

Attendance policy: Students who are absent for more than six class sessions will incur deduc
tions beginning with the seventh absence. Five points will be deducted from the total contin
uous assessment score for each additional absence. Once absences exceed ten class sessions,
ten points will be deducted for each additional absence, and so on until the continuous asse
ssment score reaches 0.

Final report: 60%.

Additional credit: 1 point each time a student asks a question or participates in class disc
ussion.
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1. Students must remain attentive in class and may not engage in activities unrelated to the
course, such as reading materials unrelated to the course, playing games on mobile phones,
or reviewing content from other courses
2. Students shall observe basic classroom etiquette and must not engage in any conduct that
disrupts classroom order.
3. Students are expected to participate actively in class activities and group discussions.
4. Course content may be adjusted in response to actual classroom circumstances. Students wh
o are absent or late are responsible for taking the initiative to keep up with course progre
ss and content.
Important: Students who repeatedly fail to comply with Items 1, 2, or 3 after warnings will
receive a zero for continuous assessment
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